PRAYER OF THE DAY

Lord God, you showed us your glory and led many to faith by
the works of your Son. As He Brought gladness and healing to
his people, grant us the same gifts and lead us also to perfect
faith in him, Jesus Christ our Lord.

FIRST READING: lIsaiah 49:1-7

49L.isten to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far
away! The LoRrD called me before | was born, while I was in my
mother’s womb he named me. He made my mouth like a sharp
sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished
arrow, in his quiver he hid me away. *And he said to me, “You are
my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” “But I said, “I have
labored in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet
surely my cause is with the LORD, and my reward with my

God.” >And now the LORD says, who formed me in the womb to be
his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be
gathered to him, for I am honored in the sight of the LORD, and my
God has become my strength— °he says, “It is too light a thing that
you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to
restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to the
nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”’Thus
says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one
deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings
shall see and stand up, princes, and they shall prostrate themselves,
because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who
has chosen you.”

PSALM: Psalm 40:1-11

I waited patiently for the LORD; he inclined to me and heard my
cry.

’He drew me up from the desolate pit, out of the miry bog, and
set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure.

*He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. Many
will see and fear, and put their trust in the LORD.

“Happy are those who make the LORD their trust, who do not
turn to the proud, to those who go astray after false gods.

*You have multiplied, O LorD my God, your wondrous deeds and
your thoughts toward us; none can compare with you. Were | to
proclaim and tell of them, they would be more than can be counted.

®Sacrifice and offering you do not desire, but you have given me
an open ear. Burnt offering and sin offering you have not
required.

"Then | said, “Here I am; in the scroll of the book it is written of
me.

81 delight to do your will, O my God; your law is within my
heart.”

°I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation;
see, | have not restrained my lips, as you know, O LORD.

91 have not hidden your saving help within my heart, | have
spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation; I have not
concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness from the
great congregation.

Do not, O LORD, withhold your mercy from me; let your steadfast
love and your faithfulness keep me safe forever.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:1-19

1Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and
our brother Sosthenes, “To the church of God that is in Corinth, to
those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together
with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, both their Lord and ours: *Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. “I give thanks to my God
always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you
in Christ Jesus, °for in every way you have been enriched in him, in
speech and knowledge of every kind— Sjust as the testimony of
Christ has been strengthened among you— ’so that you are not
lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord
Jesus Christ. °He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you
may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. °God is
faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.'°Now | appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement

and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in
the same mind and the same purpose. **For it has been reported to
me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my
brothers and sisters. *?What I mean is that each of you says, “I
belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,”
or “I belong to Christ.” **Has Christ been divided? Was Paul
crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?*/I
thank God that | baptized none of you except Crispus and

Gaius, ‘°so that no one can say that you were baptized in my

name. ‘°(1 did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that,
I do not know whether | baptized anyone else.)'’For Christ did not
send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent
wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its
power. **For the message about the cross is foolishness to those
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God. *°For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and
the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”

GOSPEL: John 1:29-42a

2The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! **This is he of
whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because
he was before me.” *'1 myself did not know him; but | came baptizing
with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” *’And
John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove,
and it remained on him. *I myself did not know him, but the one who
sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the
Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy
Spirit.” **And | myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son
of God.” **The next day John again was standing with two of his
disciples, *°and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look,
here is the Lamb of God!”*’The two disciples heard him say this, and
they followed Jesus. **When Jesus turned and saw them following, he
said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi”
(which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” **He said
to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying,
and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the
afternoon. “°One of the two who heard John speak and followed him
was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. “*He first found his brother Simon
and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated
Anointed). “’He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said,
“You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is
translated Peter).



WEEK AT BETHANY

Today: January 15

Second Sunday after Epiphany
9:15-Adult SS

9:30-Coffee Fellowship 9:30-Youth SS

10:30-Worship w/Communion 9:30-Coffee Fellowship

SS Sing 10:30-Worship

11:30-Potluck Annual Congregational Meeting
4:00-Laurens Care Center Service Immediately after Worship
Tuesday: January 17 5:00-6:30-Youth Group @ BLC
8:30-Prayer Group

9:30-Morning Coffee @ BLC

Thursday: January 19th

2:00- Circle Group

Sunday: January 22"
Third Sunday after Epiphany
9:15-Adult SS

Prayer Concerns: Bethany Lutheran Church members, nursing
home residents, lowa storm victims, those battling COVID-19,
Neil Bailey, Jon Aden, Bill Alexander, Gail Olson, Nick Zurek, Eli
Honer, Christine Gordon, Susan Olson, Pat Murray, Dorothy
Sandvig, Helen Dodge, Pastor James Puotyual, Carol Schmidt,
Gloria Bell, Cenon Zarzoso, Patricia Bentsen. Our youth,
parents & teachers, our military & missionaries.

Lectors: Tom Anderson
Ushers: January 15-Ron & Jan Hersom

January 22- Tom & Elaine Anderson

January 29-Jean Swanson & Tammy Oxenreider
Acolytes: Bethany Youth
Weekly Budget Needs: $2600.00
Faith Promise $ 2727.00 Worship 44
Sunday School $9.10 SS 10 Adult 5

Birthdays: Jan 19-Payton Roling
Anniversary:

Please note that the blue CH (Celebration Hymnal) is located
under the pew in front of you.

An asterisk (*) indicates when to stand (for those who are able)

ORDER OF THE SERVICE
PRELUDE/ RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

WORSHIP OF PRAYER & MEDITATION

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS P.56
*HYMN “For the Beauty of the Earth” LBW 561
*GREETING P.57
*KYRIE P.57
*HYMN OF PRAISE P.60

*PRAYER OF THE DAY (bulletin-in unison)
MEDITATION ON GOD’S WORD
FIRST READING: Isaiah 49:1-7

PSALM: Psalm 40:1-11

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:1-19

(bulletin -responsively)

*ALLELUIA VERSE P.62
*THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 1:29-42a
*GOSPEL RESPONSES P.63

CHILDREN’S SERMON SS Sing/ Bible Presentation

SERMON Pastor David
Klappenbach
HYMN  “l Lay My Sins on Jesus” LBW 305
NICENE CREED P.64
*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Leader: “...Lord, in your mercy.”

Response: “hear our prayer.”
*THE PEACE
OFFERING OURSELVES TO GOD
OFFERING “Great is Thy Faithfulness” CH 139
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING P.68
*WORDS OF INSTITUTION P.69
*THE LORD’S PRAYER P.71
*LAMB OF GOD p.72
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
*BLESSING P.72
*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE P.72
*BENEDICTION P.76

*HYMN “Lord Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” LBW 259

*DISMISSAL

January 15, 2023
Second Sunday after Epiphany

WORSHIP, LOVE, ACCEPT
TOGETHER IN CHRIST’S NAME

213 S. Harrison, PO Box 151
Laurens, A 50554
Ph. 712-841-2181
Email: bethanynalc@Ilaurens-ia.com
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Cell 419-603-8350 Home 712-841-2532

Shirley McKiernan, Organist
Website: www.bethanylutheran-laurens.org

To our visitors! Welcome to our Sunday Service. We are
happy to have you sharing in our worship service and ask for
the opportunity to meet you. We invite you to complete the
visitor card in front of you. Please come again!

Welcome to our Communion Sunday Service.

All are welcome to receive the Lord's Body and Blood who are
baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit and believe that Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, is
truly present in, with and under the forms of bread and wine for
the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. We are happy to have
you sharing in our worship service and ask for the opportunity to
meet you. We invite you to complete the Communion/Visitor card
in front of you. Please come again!



